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• Lowland rivers depend on 
groundwater to maintain their 
flows during summer months

• Groundwater quality has a 
major influence on river 
water quality

• Large proportion of our 
wetlands are groundwater 
dependent
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• Increasing pressures on groundwater resources –
demand, deteriorating groundwater quality, etc

• Greater protection for the environment (WFD, HD)
• There may not be enough water to go round

Something’s got to give!



Raising the awareness of groundwater in the UK

Grouping of organisations within the groundwater community
• Water companies
• Environment regulators
• Research community
• Consultants

Run by a steering committee, supported by a Secretariat 
based at BGS-Wallingford

Entering last two years of a five year programme



Forum Activities
• Provide information on groundwater targeted at specific groups 

such as decision makers, policy makers, professionals and 
schoolchildren

• Improve the teaching of groundwater in schools by providing 
educational resources, or links to existing resources

• Promote careers in groundwater-related professions

• Produce and disseminate information and facilitate discussion 
on topical groundwater issues within the water and 
environment community

• Provide a means for those in the water and environment 
community to share information 



www.groundwateruk.org




